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I don't actually remember if I had a baby 👶 blanket. But, I do remember my brother having                  
one. And I think🤔 that after all these years 📆 and all the moving 📦, he may still have it.                    
When we moved to the States, my mother and brother made the journey first and my father                 
and I followed, arriving a few months 📆 later. I remember the day we all met up at the airport                    
✈. I saw 👀 my brother way down the hallway and I ran 🏃 to him as fast as I could, and he                       
ran towards me. Then we stopped ✋right before reaching each other. I didn't know what to                
do and I don't think 🤔 he knew either. Some lady came up to us and said “Hug!” 🤗 but I                     
didn’t speak 🙊 English then, so my aunt quickly translated 🗣. I don’t remember what               
happened after that and I don't think 🤔that's important. That damned distance 📏 has been               
between us since then⏰. It’s like putting the same poles ➕➕ of magnets together. There is                
an invisible force F→, it's not violent, it’s not harsh - it’s soft as if it was there to lessen the                     
impact of reality. 
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Syracuse University presents PLANS ARE CANCELLED: 

AA display of nineteen artists unwrapping the world before them, and using their practices to 
re-define it.  PLANS ARE CANCELLED celebrates re-examination. The phrase itself hints towards 
the negative, or conjures thoughts of disappointment and cynicism, but there is a certain agency 
in defining something for yourself, whether it be a night’s plans or a worldview. There’s power in 
shaping your reality based on what makes sense to you, on your sober examination of the facts, 
and not abiding by ones given to you by society and its various actors, however 
well-intentioned. Cancelled plans are opportunities for new ones to be made; ones that better fit 
the situation we currently find ourselves in.the situation we currently find ourselves in. And let’s face it, as we get older we learn that 
sometimes cancelled plans are the best ones. In PLANS ARE CANCELLED, the 2019 Syracuse 
MFA class presents in four group shows their feelings of discontent, irony, search for and 
rejection of comfort, nostalgia for the past, and some sort of mixed feelings for the future.

Artists Include: Seok Wun Au Yong, Garrett Bryant, Perry Burlingame, Jason Cheney,  Taylor 
Clock, Samantha Corbett, Candice Corgan, Jiulan Deng, Rebecca Forstater, Rene Gortat, Leticia 
Hernandez, Adam Hutchinson, Megan King, Salome Kokoladze, Hollie Lyko, Hlumela Matika, 
Sylvie Prendergast-Corvo, Jestenia Southerland, Jeremy Tarr, Louise Thompson, Jie Wang, 
Haotian Wu, Yilu Yang, and Mark Zbikowski. 

Curated by Scott Vincent Campbell

SU Art Gallery
Exhibition Dates: April 4 - May 12
Opening Reception: April 11, 5-7pm

Point of Contact
Exhibition Dates: April 1 - May 10
Opening Reception: April 5, 6-8pm

Community FolkCommunity Folk Art Center
Exhibition Dates: April 2 - May 11
Opening Reception: April 18, 4:30-6:30pm



 
 
Pinky 
2019 
Layered Fleece Fabric  
$1250 
 
Meticulously hand cut three-dimensional forms are created out of neon-colored layered fleece 
fabric. Gortat uses the fabric, which was inspired by the softness and approachability of baby 
blankets, to share a basic human desire for love and connection. 
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BIO 
Rene Gortat is a New York City-based artist of Polish descent currently working towards his 
MFA at Syracuse University. In 2012, he earned a BA in Art and a BA in Philosophy from 
Lycoming College in Pennsylvania, where he first discovered the satisfaction of creation as 
an artform. 
 
At the age of nine, Gortat and his family immigrated from a small village in Poland to a 
slightly bigger New York City. Throughout his life, Gortat has moved, on average, once a 
year. This constant movement fostered a sense of adventure but also one of instability. His 
work embodies the concepts of home and displacement, and of abandonment and the search 
for security. 
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Syracuse University presents PLANS ARE CANCELLED:  
 
A display of eighteen artists unwrapping the world before them, and using their practices to re-define it. 
PLANS ARE CANCELLED celebrates re-examination. The phrase itself hints towards the negative, or 
conjures thoughts of disappointment and cynicism, but there is a certain agency in defining something for 
yourself, whether it be a night’s plans or a worldview. There’s power in shaping your reality based on what 
makes sense to you, on your sober examination of the facts, and not abiding by ones given to you by 
society and its various actors, however well-intentioned. Cancelled plans are opportunities for new ones 
to be made; ones that better fit the situation we currently find ourselves in. And let’s face it, as we get 
older we learn that sometimes cancelled plans are the best ones. In PLANS ARE CANCELLED, the 2019 
Syracuse MFA class presents in four group shows their feelings of discontent, irony, search for and 
rejection of comfort, nostalgia for the past, and some sort of mixed feelings for the future. 
 
Artists Include: Garrett Bryant, Perry Burlingame, Taylor Clock, Samantha Corbett, Candice Corgan, 
Rebecca Forstater, Rene Gortat, Leticia Hernandez, Adam Hutchinson, Megan King, Salome Kokoladze, 
Hollie Lyko, Jeremy Tarr, Louise Thompson, Jie Wang, Haotian Wu, Yilu Yang, and Mark Zbikowski.  
 
Curated By Scott Vincent Campbell. 
 
Scott Vincent Campbell (b. 1983) is a visual artist and curator born in New York, and currently based in 
Detroit, MI.  Working primarily in drawing, collage, and mixed-media sculpture, his studio practice 
examines the social and cultural constructs that inform our identity, motivate our behavior, and ultimately 
shape our societies.  Visually inspired by semiotics and African-American material culture, his work takes 
the form of serial projects, each created around a set of aesthetic guidelines which dictate the form, 
materiality, and imagery in a given body of work.  Campbell has exhibited widely in New York and 
throughout the Midwest, and in 2017 was the inaugural Ford Curatorial Fellow at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Detroit. In addition to his studio and curatorial practice, Campbell is also the Artist 
Liaison at Red Bull Arts Detroit, an artist residency and experimental, non-commercial exhibition space 
in Detroit’s Eastern Market neighborhood.  
 
The College of Visual and Performing Arts at Syracuse University offers M.F.A. programs in design, 
studio arts, and transmedia as well as an M.S. program in art education and an M.A. program in 
museum studies. Graduate students in the M.F.A. programs enjoy the benefits of an intimate and 
rigorous interdisciplinary graduate program while having access to the resources of a major university. 
Learn more at vpa.syr.edu. 
  
 
For more information about the exhibition please contact Juan Juarez, jhjuarez@syr.edu.  

 


